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Tools for Teachers

Lesson Plans for the Home and Classroom

THERE WAS AN OLD MONKEY
WHO SWALLOWED A FROG

Written by Jennifer Ward
lllustrated by Steve Gray
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Praise for THERE WAS AN OLD MONKEY

“Migrating to a rainforest setting, the creators of There Was a Coyote Who Swallowed a Flea present another
wacky take on this tune. Gray's digitally rendered illustrations alternately reveal the feasting monkey and the

(remarkably) cheerful captives inside his stomach. Text and art deliver equal measures of over-the-top zaniness.
“ Ages 4-9. (Mar.)
~ Publishers Weekly

“The popular cumulative nonsense rhyme, “There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly,” is the inspiration for
this fun parody. The digital artwork adds to the wild uproar...The rhyming words, which stay true to the
original song’s rhythm, are fun for reading aloud: “I don’t know why he swallowed the frog. / What a hog!”
Young children will join in with slurping and burping noises of their own as they relish the repeated silly
sounds and gross-out animal action.

~ Booklist. March 1s. 2010
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BOOK SUMMARY

From Marshall Cavendish:

There was an old monkey who swallowed a frog, a bat, a mango, a toucan, an iguana, and

more! What a hog! Colorful and zany illustrations by cartoonist Steve Gray show monkey’s

belly growing and growing as he eats a host of jungle creatures in this adaptation of the

popular children’s song, inspired by the rain forest.

Marshall Cavendish Children - www.marshallcavendish.us/kids

Jennifer Ward grew up in California with four sisters

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

and numerous pets. A former elementary school teacher, she

now writes full time from her home in Illinois.

Steve G Iay lived all over the country as a kid, but

now lives in Hermosa Beach, California. He has
illustrated a number of children’s books, including Farmer
McPeepers and His Missing Milk Cows, by Katy Duffield,
which was chosen two years in a row by the California
Teachers Association to promote Read Across America
and was an Arkansas Diamond Honor Book Winner. His
six-minute animated short film, Santa’s Camels, has been
shown in over sixty film festivals around the world.

Steve visits schools and libraries, where he shares how a
picture book is illustrated from rough pencil sketches to
final, full-color book. He also engages his audience in a
hands-on, follow-along drawing lesson, which encourages
students to feel positive when pursuing creative
endeavors.

Learn more about Steve and his work at
www.stevegrayillustration.com

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR

Her books have received such honors as the American
Booksellers Association Book Sense Pick of the Lists, a Learning
Magazine Teachers’ Choice Award, the Grand Canyon Reader
Award and the Giverny Award for Best Children’s non-fiction
children’s book, among others. Besides writing, she enjoys
spending time outdoors in nature. Jennifer also visits schools
and libraries, where she works with children to help spark a
lifelong interest in reading and writing and forge a deeper
connection to books. Learn more about Jennifer and her work
at www.jenniferwardbooks.com
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PRE-READING

Prior to reading THERE WAS AN OLD MONKEY WHO SWALLOWED A FROG, provide
students an opportunity to view the book’s cover and hear the title. Based on this, have
students predict what the story might be about.

Explain that this particular story takes place in the rainforest.
Activate prior knowledge about the rainforest.
Inquire:

What is a rainforest?
What types of animals live in the rainforest?
What types of plants grow in the rainforest?
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Where are rainforests located?

Provide visuals of animals that inhabit the rainforest to support your discussion.

Rainforest animals in the book, THERE WAS AN OLD MONKEY WHOSWALLOWED A
FROG include:

Bat
Crocodile
Frog
Iguana
Ocelot
Monkey
Sloth
Toucan

= =4 4 4 48 8 -2 -9

Vocabulary

Students might be unfamiliar with some of the rainforest words in the book:

cocoa - loco - toucan - squawk
iIguana - sloth - tapir - mango - tango
vine - lasso - jungle - rainforest

Encourage students to use picture clues to infer meanings of words they may be unfamiliar
with, and context clues to decode meanings.
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RECALLING DETAILS

Draw pictures inside the monkey’s stomach of the items and characters he ate in the story.

After reading THERE WAS AN OLD MONKEY WHO SWALLOWED A FROG to students, use the
reproducible on Page 4 to allow students to recall details in the story by drawing characters and items
the monkey consumed in the story.

MATCHING VOCABULARY & ALPHABETIZING

After reading THERE WAS AN OLD MONKEY WHO SWALLOWED A FROG, have students
match the vocabulary words that relate to the characters and items in the story to their
“actions” or purpose in the story.

Students may draw a line from word to word, or you may cut out each word, mix them up and
have students sort them into matching pairs. Students may use word cut-outs and practice
placing them or writing them in alphabetical order.

cocoa squawk
tummy snap
toucan lasso
crocodile swallow
vine sweeten
monkey rumble




TEXT-to-TEXT & STORY-to-STORY
CONNECTIONS

Jennifer Ward and Steve Gray also collaborated on the popular
children’s book,

THERE WAS A COYOTE WHO SWALLOWED A FLEA. Like
the book, THERE WAS AN OLD MONKEY WHO
SWALLOWED A FROG, both stories parody the traditional
song, I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly.

Read the original, traditional story to children, as well as the
versions authored by Ward. Use a Venn Diagram with
students and have them compare and contrast the items the
main character swallows in each book.

I Know an Old Lady Who
Swallowed a Fly

There Was a Coyote lticere Ve am Ol
Monkey Who
Who Swallowed a Flea
Swallowed a Frog
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Rainforest Research

Provide students an opportunity to do in-depth research about rainforests. Collect books about
the rainforest for students to explore, study and read.

Highlight specific plants or animals from THERE WAS AN OLD MONKEY WHO SWALLOWED
A FROG to research in depth, such as: rainforest monkeys, rainforest frogs, tapirs, ocelots, toucans,
bats, iguanas, sloths, mangos and cocoa. Have students research information for their assigned
plant or animal to complete the following questions.

NAME OF RAINFOREST PLANT OR ANIMAL

WHERE IN THE RAINFOREST DOES IT
LIVE?

WHAT DOES IT EAT?

WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE?

HOW DOES IT SURVIVE LIVING IN THE RAINFOREST?

Draw a picture of your plant or animal in its rainforest setting.
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Writing Prompts and Writing Skill Practice

Use THERE WAS AN OLD MONKEY WHO SWALLOWED A FROG as a mentor text for student
writing.

Encourage students to create their own version of the story, patterned after I Know an Old Lady Who
Swallowed a Fly, as author Jennifer Ward did.

Students must write what they know in order to write confidently, so select a familiar setting, such
as the school or home, for student writing. The main character might be the teacher, a pet, or your
school’s mascot.

Use a graphic organizer, such as a web, to generate thoughts and ideas for the story. What might
the main character eat? What objects and items can be found in and around the school or home?

Our main character is
a

Things it could find
and eat in its setting:




